
 

ñEven while we sing, he smiles his last, 
      And leaves our sphere behind. 
The good old year is with the pastô 
       Oh be the new as kind! 
Oh, stay, oh stay, 
        One parting strain, and then away.ò 
ðñA Song for New Yearôs Eveò by William Cullen Bryant 

 

The year 2011 is past and 2012 is yet to come. The past year was an 

exceptional one for the Giles County Public Library. We received 

every grant for which we applied, both from state grant funding 

agencies and business and private foundations. These included 

grants from the Tennessee Arts Commission, the Community 

Foundation of Middle Tennessee, the Oral History Fund, the In-

gram Charitable Fund, the State of Tennessee, Wal-Mart, and pri-

vate foundations. These grants have allowed us to create and im-

plement new and exciting programs for all ages both at the library 

and throughout the county. With funds from grant funding foun-

dations, we have also been able to provide northern Giles County 

with added resources by increasing the size and collection of the 

Lynnville Branch of the Giles County Public Library, and to im-

prove service to the southern part of the county through our Elk-

ton branch. Our Lynnville Branch Manager, Barbara Clayton, with 

the interior design talent of library board member Carolyn Harri-

son has made our Lynnville Branch a welcoming place for the citi-

zens of that town. 

 

 Because of funds from these grants, we are now able to participate 

in the statewide shared ILS Agent VERSO that will allow our main 

library collections in Pulaski and our two branches to be connected 

through a web based system to each other and to the rest of the 

libraries in Tennessee. Since ours was one of the first libraries in 

the state to submit its grant request, we are getting this service at a 

reduced cost, and we are matching the entire amount with funds 

from a generous grant made by an anonymous foundation. Having 

our collections connected will enable us to provide faster and bet-

ter service throughout Giles County. 

 

Donations, memorials, and grant funds have also enabled us to en-

hance our collections. Each month we need to purchase the newest 

and best releases in fiction, non-fiction, and DVDs. Since we must 

raise all funds for books, library materials, and programming, these 

donations and memorials are needed on an on-going basis. I am 

including another ñBucks for Booksò form in this newsletter. The 

cost of hardcover books has increased to between $35.00 and 

$55.00 per volume. It is essential that we continue to offer Giles 

County the opportunity to read the newest and best reviewed 

books available. I hope you will all consider donating to our book 

fund through memorials and gifts.  

 

Although we appreciate your offers to donate used books from 

your own collections to the library, we would ask that you con-

sider making a monetary donation to our book fund instead, and 

give your used books to ñOperation Paperback,ò a national organi-

zation that sends books to servicemen and women serving over-

seas. At present, we have limited space in all of our branches for 

paperbacks and used books since we want to offer our patrons the 

opportunity to read the many well reviewed books that are pub-

lished each month. We have included reviews of some of our new 

books and DVDs in this newsletter and a listing of upcoming titles 

purchased by the library for your reading pleasure. I just finished 

reading Rules of Civility by Amor Towles and highly recommend 

it. Set in 1930ôs New York City, it is a fast paced read that com-

bines a mystery with a love story, and it includes well-crafted, 

likable characters and tantalizing details of life in Depression era 

New York. Jim, my husband, highly recommends Chris Mat-

thewsôs Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero. Both books were published 

in 2011 and are available for checkout at the library. 

 

Many thanks to Sands Restaurant in Pulaski for hosting our Ten-

nessee Arts Commissionôs Arts Build Communities Grant funded 

ñBooks on Stageò in December 2011.  The theme was ñA Christ-

mas Books on Stage,ò and the event included original music cre-

ated by Sherry Paige and sung by both Sherry and Grant Vos-

burgh with additional songs performed by Vini Santos. I had a 

wonderful time performing the dances and renditions of ñA 
Christmas Memoryò and ñThe Gift of the Magi.ò Other excep-
tional performances of novels and poems were presented by Lois 

Aymett, Denis Mahoney, Eli Fisher, Rob Harwell, and P.J. Dray-

ton. The set, which consisted of oversized copies of the book jack-

ets, was created by Beth Armstrong. Thank you to all who per-

formed, to Barbara and Mort Rudd and their staff at Sands, to the 

Tennessee Arts Commission, and to all of you who attended. It 

was wonderful to perform for such an enthusiastic, standing-room

-only audience made up of people from throughout Giles and the 

surrounding counties. I am planning two more new ñBooks on 

Stageò productions for spring 2012. If your restaurant or town 

would like to host one of these popular productions, please con-

tact me at the library (363-2720). 

 

One of the latest grants we received is for our oral history series, 

ñTale Telling in Giles Countyò. The grant, awarded by the Oral 

History Fund and the Community Foundation of Middle Tennes-

see, is to be used to preserve and enhance our tale telling events 

by purchasing a video and recording camera and sound system. I 
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am planning a new ñTale Tellingò event for Saturday, February 4th 

at 12:30 p.m. to be held in Elkton. This will be a county-wide tale 

telling where all tales will focus on jobs people have held or the 

type of work done by their ancestors in Giles County. I am plan-

ning this tale telling to coincide with and complement the Elkton 

Historical Societyôs Smithsonian exhibition entitled ñHow We 

Worked,ò funded by a grant from Humanities Tennessee. This ex-

hibit will be on display at Smithôs Grocery in Elkton throughout 

the month of February. I hope that tellers will come from Giles and 

the surrounding counties to take part in this fun oral history tale 

telling. Please contact me at 363-2720 for additional details. All 

tellers are welcome. 

 

On February 2 at 7:00 p.m., all of Giles County is invited to a free 

performance of Nashville Balletôs touring ballet Anne Frank. This 

production is funded under the Giles County Public Libraryôs Ten-

nessee Arts Commission Touring Grant for 2012 with matching 

funds provided by the faculty, staff, and students of Martin Meth-

odist College, and it will be held at the Martin Theatre on the Mar-

tin Methodist College campus. The ballet is based on Anne Frank: 
The Diary of a Young Girl and it will utilize an actual historical 

event captured in biographical prose to promote a deeper under-

standing of the use of ballet, not only to tell a story artistically, but 

also to creatively convey emotions, create meaningful relation-

ships, and connect to oneôs environment through physical move-

ment. Following the performance, a unique partnership between 

the Nashville Ballet and the Tennessee Holocaust Commission will 

afford the audience a rare opportunity to hear first-hand experi-

ences shared by Holocaust survivors. This is an experience you will 

not want to miss, and it should be shared with your whole family. 

Please contact Kim Harrison in the Presidentôs Office at Martin 

Methodist College to reserve free tickets. The ballet will have only 

one performance with seating capacity for 500. 

 

 

Throughout 2011, our service to Giles County has been greatly 

enhanced by the talent, energy, and creativity of Jessica Barber, our 

Librarian in charge of Young Adult Services, and Christopher 

Poole, our Adult Librarian. Over the past two months since joining 

our staff as Librarian in charge of Technology and Scientific Pro-

gramming, Scott Hardage has added his own special flare to our 

programming. Grants and donations from businesses have enabled 

Jessica, Christopher, and Scott to offer many new exciting and 

creative programs for 2012. Please read their columns for details 

about them. You will see that we have programs, book clubs, writ-

ing workshops, events, performances, coffeehouses, and movie days 

and nights for all ages and interests. A listing of all our programs 

and events for January and February 2012 is included in this news-

letter. 

 

Sherry and I will be performing the ñA Time It Wasò musical thea-

tre series throughout January and February. Januaryôs performance 

will be ñPutting on the Ritzò and Februaryôs will be ñA Fine Ro-

manceò. Both shows will feature musical, dance, and narrative in-

terpretations of works of literature. Please contact me to book a 

performance for your group, club, or facility.  

I shall take the Traveling Tales Puppets into Head Starts and 

schools throughout the county, and I will be at the puppet theatre 

in the Pulaski library during January and February. These perform-

ances for children are made available through a grant from Wal-

Mart.  

 

Please mark your calendars for the January 20th ñBanned Books 

Teaò and the February 17th ñFamous Lovers Teaò at 2:00 p.m. These 

delightful literary inspired events have brought guests from around 

the state and even other countries to the Giles County Public Li-

brary. Many thanks go to the chefs on my staff who have worked 

so hard to make these teas a success. 

 

 

In the next few months you will see many changes in our Pulaski 

main library. We are planning a new and improved teen room and 

a revamped media room. We have limited space, but we hope to 

utilize it in new and creative ways to better serve the needs of our 

patrons. You will find additional information about these changes 

in the columns of Scott and Jessica. 

 

I want to thank all of you who have donated to and supported the 

library throughout 2011. We greatly appreciate you and all our 

business sponsors. Starting with this newsletter, we will list only 

the donors and sponsors whose contributions have been made in 

2012. Each month we will update this list as new partnerships 

come into the library. We welcome all businesses and corporations 

to join us in providing Giles County with innovative programming 

and new technology. My librarians, Jessica Barber, Chris Poole, 

Scott Hardage, and I are available to speak to your clubs or busi-

nesses about all our programs and the sponsorships available.  Be-

cause of your generosity and our grants we are able to continue 

providing Giles County with even more new and improved library 

services during 2012. We look forward to our partnership with all 

of you in enhancing the cultural and literary life of our citi-

zens.ñOn every day of the New Year we give to Giles Countyðan 
absolutely, beautifully, decked out, checked out, wonderfully, book 
rich li -bra-ryò from ñBooks on Stageò, lyrics by Sherry Paige 

Happy New Year, Anna Hudson, Director 

The Sugarplum Tea and Puppet Show at the Lynnville Branchôs 
new addition 



 

 

òThe Great American Book Clubó 
Join Us and Discuss  

Thirteen Books that Changed America 
Monday, January 9th at 1:00 p.m. 

This Month Weõre Reading: 

The Journals of Lewis and Clark  

& 

òThe After Hours Book Clubó 

A Book Club for Readers Over the Age of 
21 to Discuss the Newest Popular and 

Award Winning Fiction and Nonfiction . 

Join us on Monday, 
January 9th at 7:00pm 
At the Main Branch 

in Pulaski for a  
discussion of this 
yearõs Booker Prize 

Winning Novel, The 
Sense of an Ending by 

Julian Barnes.  
Appropriate after-
hours refreshments 

will be served. 

The Giles County Public Library  
Presents: 

Our Books Are Provided by the Generous  
Support of Brindley Construction, LLC 

 As 2011 wound to a close, I had the joy of seeing ñThe 

Great American Book Clubò grow into a steady and exhilarating 

forum for discussion with avid and thoughtful readers. After ana-

lyzing Jay Pariniôs list of the ñThirteen Books that Changed Amer-

ica,ò we decided to choose some of Pariniôs selections and come up 

with additional titles, so that we could make our own list of books 

that changed America. We read about the voyage and settlement of 

some of the earliest Americans in William Bradfordôs Of Plymouth 
Plantation and then took on the tale of one of Americaôs most be-

loved and mythic figures in The Autobiography of Benjamin 
Franklin. For January, we will strike out into the wild western ter-

ritory in The Journals of Lewis and Clark. Feel free to join us, even 

if you havenôt yet had the chance. We welcome new voices to the 

discussion, and we have several copies of each monthôs selection 

available for check-out thanks to a generous donation from 

Brindley Construction, LLC. We meet on the second Monday of 

every month at 1:00 p.m., so we hope to see you January 9th and 

February 13th!  

 For those of you who are booked solid in the afternoons, 

the Giles County Public Library now provides an evening book 

club for adults in their 20s, 30s, and on. ñThe After Hours Book 

Clubò will meet on Monday, January 23rd at 7:00p.m., and appro-

priate after-hours refreshments will be served. With our afternoon 

book club reading the mainstays of classic American literature, Iôve 

planned for our evening group to look into the contemporary 

books that are making a splash right now, from award-winning 

fiction and non-fiction to the books that inspired blockbusters. 

This month we are reading the 2011 Booker Prize winner, The 
Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes, a short, thoughtful little novel 

about memory and old friendships. Once again, free copies of our 

books are available for checkout thanks to Brindley Construction. 

 I also continue to hold my ñLynnville Writersô Workshopò 

on the second Wednesday of every month at 11:00 a.m. at the 

Lynnville Branch. Whether you aspire to be the next great Ameri-

can novelist or you just want to tell your own story, join us with a 

snack or sack lunch while we test our creative skills with short 

writing exercises and share our current projects and the books 

weôve read recently. Anyone who cares to set pen to paper can be 

considered a writer in my book, so I hope to see you on January 

11th and February 8th. 

Iôve been down to Lynnville several times this month to 

help set up and flat-out marvel at the Lynnville Branchôs wonder-

ful new layout, which makes space for childrenôs, juvenile, and 

young adult books and graphic novels in the main room and sets 

aside a second room for general fiction and non-fiction. Lynnville 

residents should really check out the new look if they havenôt al-

ready!  

Please feel free to join in on any and all of our many 

events and programs and be sure to browse our displays of the 

newest and most talked-about fiction, non-fiction, and DVDs at 

the front of the main library. Here at the Giles County Public Li-

brary, we always hope to entertain and stimulate the mind with 

our programs and our selection of wonderful new books!   

From the Desk of Christopher Poole, Adult  

Programming 



 

There are some exciting changes underway here at the Giles County 

Public Library. Right now weôre in the process of moving things 

around to make a Teen Room in our former reference section. The 

Teen Room will house all of the Y books, both fiction and nonfiction, 

as well as our graphic novel collection. There will also be a seating 

area and a place for teens to use their laptops. Weôre going to try out a 

new book recommendation section as well. We will have forms on 

which readers of Y and J books can write reviews of the books they 

read and rate them. These reviews will then be available to all users of 

the Teen Room. This way, youôll be able to get recommendations 

from your friends even when they arenôt there! We also hope to ex-

pand our collection of contemporary and popular music CDs, so if 

there is something you want to hear, donôt hesitate to drop a recom-

mendation in our box (weôll have one in the Teen Room as well)! 

We of course have our usual great programming at the library. 

ñWriting Life,ò our teen writing group, continues to be a great suc-

cess, with a core group of writers who continue to bring new sto-

ries and great advice to share with the group. The ñDown the 

Rabbit Hole Book Clubò in Elkton is starting on Rangerôs Appren-
tice, which promises to be a fun, fast-paced read for everyone. 

Seventh and eighth graders at Richland are enjoying the new 

book clubs there. The seventh graders are testing their theatrical 

skills with dramatic readings from plays (currently Thornton 

Wilderôs classic, Pulitzer Prize winner Our Town) while the 

eighth graders are exploring the cutting edge of YA fiction with 

The Hunger Games. Donôt forget to join us for ñThe Open Book 

Café,ò a casual hang-out destination for teens and young adults. In 

January, enjoy a night of gothic horror and read your favorite 

scary story or bring your own chilling tale. As a special Mardi 

Gras-themed event for February, come to our masquerade, where a 

prize will be given for the best mask! Thanks to Kim Harrison, Dr. 

Ted Brown, and Martin Methodist Collegeôs Food Service for provid-

ing us with the delicious coffee that we enjoy at the Caféðwe could-

nôt do it without you! 

 

This year we are starting up a monthly movie club for teens, ñPizza 

and a Movie.ò Each month will feature a theme, and teens can come 

enjoy a movie marathon complete with pizza and popcorn. Januaryôs 

theme is Vampires and Februaryôs is Valentineôs Day. Whether you 

are a Twihard or a Dracula devotee, you can find friends and fellow 

movie fans here. 

 

I hope youôll join us at some of our events in 2012. All of these pro-

grams are completely free and open to everyone! They will be made 

even better by a generous donation from Pulaski Electric System, 

which is making it possible for us to provide books for our teen 

book clubs and host The Open Book Café for Giles County teens. 

Please donôt hesitate to call me at the library (363-2720) or email 

(glibrary@bellsouth.net), or even contact me through the libraryôs 

Facebook page for more information about any of our programs for 

teens, or about teen books and other materials. I am always happy 

to answer a question, make a recommendation, or just chat about 

teen programs! 

Writing Life  
 

Do you love to write? Do you think you 

might? Would you like to hear stories 

written by teens just like you? If you an-

swered ñyesò to any of these questions, 

come to Writing Life! You can do all of 

these things and more at this writing 

group just for teens! 

 

Wednesdays, January 11th and 18th 

February 1st and 15th at 3:30 pm 

At the Main Branch in Pulaski 

Down the Rabbit Hole Book Club 

At the Elkton Branch of GCPL 
 

We are currently reading  

Rangerôs Apprentice by John Flanagan 

3:00 pm 

January 10th & 17th, February 7th & 21st 

Books provided by PES 

Teen Corner 
By Jessica Barber   

Librarian  for Young Adult Services 

Pizza and a Movie  
At the Main Branch  

 

Saturday, January 28th, 10:00 amð4:00 pm 

Vampire Movie Marathon 

 

Tuesday, February 14th, 4:00 pmð7:00 pm 

Romantic Movie Night 

 

�<�R�X�·�U�H���,�Q�Y�L�W�H�G 
To The Open Book Café! 

Join your fellow teens for an evening of stories, music, food, and 
fun at GCPL in Pulaski! 

Tuesday, January 24th, 6:00 pm�³An Evening of Gothic Horror 
Monday, February 20th, 5:00 pm�³Mardi Gras! 

mailto:glibrary@bellsouth.net

